334                    TIMES   AND  SEASONS
Siva is an ascetic and often lost in contemplation, he also,
touches the stone bull in the outer shrine, that the animal,
shaking its head, may thus shake the invisible rope which is
tied to the god's hand and so draw the god's attention also.
Besides this, he circumambulates the temple as far as the
water drain and back again*
Whether he has performed his devapfijana in a temple or in
his own house, he often completes his worship by saying ; ' O
great god, forgive my sins, whether done through hands, feet,
speech,body, act, hearing,eyes, or mind, and my sins of omission
and commission. Forgive all such sins. Victory, victory to
you, O ocean of mercy, great god Siva. I commit thousands
of faults from day to day, but regarding me as your devotee,
forgive me all these sins. There is no other shelter, you alone
are my helper; so out,of mercy, O Lord of the Earth, protect
me. You are my mother, father, brother, friend, wealth,
learning, everything to me!'
By going to a temple in the morning, a worshipper gains
merit; he gains more by going at midday, but most, as we
shall see later, by going at night.
Instead of devapujana either at home or in the temple, the
worship of a Clay Linga (Parthiva Pujana) is often performed.
The worshipper brings with him to the river bank some black
earth, which must be absolutely free from stones. He takes
it, mixes it with .water, sanctifies it with mantras, and rolls it
into the phallic symbol of Siva, the linga, being very careful
to leave no crack. He makes an image also of the female organ,
the yoni, into which the linga is set, and over the linga he
fashions a snake's hood.1
,The worshipper then puts a flower to his nose and breathes
on it. This brings the spirit of the Supreme Spirit, which is
in the worshipper's body, into the flower. This flower he
puts on the little earthen linga, and so transforms it into
a divine image.
1 The snake is often found twined round the linga, One (fanciful ?)
reason given is that man, the image of God, is also entangled and twined
round by M&y& (illusion), as poisonous a thing as a snake.